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I. PARTIES AND PURPOSE
 

A. This General Collaborative Agreement (Agreement) is between the U.S. 
Department of Commerce (DOC)’s National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) and the City of Norfolk, Virginia (“the City”).

B. The purpose of this Agreement is to promote joint education and outreach 
activities including the design, construction and maintenance of temporary 
and permanent exhibits that educate the public and inform them about 
NOAA’s mission and activities.

II. BACKGROUND

A. The City of Norfolk is committed to the development and operation of a 
world class maritime center known as Nauticus, The National Maritime 
Center.  Nauticus showcases science, technology and maritime history in a 
way that entertains and educates while conveying the intense relevance of 
these topics to the Nation’s vital interests. 

B. NOAA’s mission is to understand and predict changes in the Earth’s 
environment and conserve and manage coastal and marine resources to 
meet the Nation’s economic, social and environmental needs.  

C. The NOAA @ Nauticus partnership began in 1998, when NOAA’s Offi ce of 
Coast Survey established an offi ce, and later, educational exhibits relating 
to several NOAA activities.  NOAA’s Chesapeake Bay Offi ce joined the 
Coast Survey at Nauticus in 2004 and was soon followed by the National 
Marine Sanctuaries’ Maritime Heritage Program.  Various NOAA offi ces 
use Nauticus throughout the year for meetings and conferences.  There is 
an existing lease agreement, as amended, between the parties which shall 
remain in full force and effect.  In January 2005, in recognition of the 
agency’s growing involvement with the center, NOAA hired a full time 
employee to act as a liaison and coordinator for the NOAA @ Nauticus 
partnership.

D. This Agreement will enable both the City and NOAA to use each other’s 
specialized staff, equipment, resources and other capabilities to conduct 
joint education and outreach activities, including the design, construction, 
installation and maintenance of exhibits that will educate and inform the 
public about NOAA’s mission and programs.
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III. AUTHORITIES

The programmatic authorities for the NOAA to enter into this agreement are:

• Science, State, Justice, Commerce, and Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2006  
(P.L. 109-108) gave NOAA specifi c authority to engage in “formal and informal 
education activities . . .relating to the agency’s mission goals”.

• National Marine Sanctuaries Act (16 U.S.C. 1440 (c)) provides authority for 
education activities for the National Marine Sanctuary Program.

• National Marine Sanctuaries Act (16 U.S.C. 1442(e)) provides for the authority to 
enter into agreements with a state to use its personnel, services, or facilities, on a 
reimbursable or nonreimbursable basis, to carry out the purposes and policies of the 
National Marine Sanctuary Act.

• Coast and Geodetic Survey Act (33 U.S.C. 883b(2) and 883c) provides general 
authority to disseminate data and inform the public.

• National Weather Service Organic Act (15 U.S.C. 313) provides general authority 
to inform the public.

• Coral Reef Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 6406 (b)(2) ) provides education authority 
for NOAA’s coral reef program.

• National Sea Grant Program Act (33 U.S.C. 1121 and 1123) provides education 
authority for NOAA’s Sea Grant Program.

• 15 U.S.C. 1540, allowing NOAA to enter into agreements with nonprofi t 
organizations to promote scientifi c and educational activities to foster a public 
understanding of NOAA and its programs.

IV. TERMS AND CONDITIONS

A. Responsibilities of the City

1) The City will provide the current NOAA exhibit space and future NOAA exhibit 
space on the third fl oor of Nauticus (approximately 10,000 square feet). 

2) The City acknowledges that public education and outreach are a basic and 
integral part of NOAA’s mission.  To that end, the City agrees to make available 
to NOAA for its use and activities Nauticus educational conference spaces on a 
shared, scheduled basis.

3) The City will provide NOAA personnel acting in their professional capacities 
unlimited access to Nauticus.  For this purpose, NOAA staff working at Nauticus 
will be provided keys to offi ce and NOAA exhibit space in Nauticus.
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4) The City will arrange for special openings of Nauticus for restricted audience 

events to the NOAA exhibits and offi ces, as may be mutually agreed in 
advance.

5) The City will make available to NOAA, as mutually agreed in advance, the use 
of other Nauticus equipment and facilities on a not-to-interfere with scheduled 
programming basis.  Any additional expense incurred by these special events 
will be borne by NOAA.

6) The City agrees to provide free access to the public for the sole purpose of 
viewing the current and future NOAA exhibits if requested by members of the 
public and subject to the conditions outlined in Part B. 2) under “Responsibilities 
of NOAA”.

B. Responsibilities of NOAA

1) NOAA agrees to maintain the operation of current and any future NOAA exhibits 
at a level consistent with museum standards and current NOAA science.  

2) NOAA agrees to provide personnel during regular NOAA offi ce hours to escort 
members of the public who specifi cally request to view only the current or future 
NOAA exhibits.  NOAA agrees to train members of the Nauticus staff on how to 
conduct tours of the NOAA exhibits outside of NOAA’s regular offi ce hours.

 
3) NOAA agrees to allow teachers, interested members of the general public, and 

Nauticus staff access to the education resource center in the NOAA offi ce space 
during NOAA’s regular business hours.

4) NOAA agrees that NOAA merchandise will only be sold onsite through the 
Nauticus gift shop. 

5) NOAA agrees that arrangements for special events and openings in the Nauticus 
space will normally be made at least two weeks in advance.  Necessary personnel 
and expenses for the events, unless otherwise agreed to in advance, will be the 
responsibility of NOAA.

6) NOAA agrees to provide emergency access to all NOAA space in Nauticus for 
City maintenance and security personnel.

7) NOAA agrees to maintain a NOAA @ Nauticus Committee chaired by the 
NOAA @ Nauticus Project Coordinator and consisting of representatives from 

various NOAA offi ces with an interest in the NOAA @ Nauticus partnership.  
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 The Director of Nauticus or his designee shall sit on the NOAA @ Nauticus 

Committee.  The Committee shall coordinate and guide NOAA’s involvement 
with Nauticus.

V. NOAA’S ROLE IN THE NATIONAL MARITIME CENTER 
FOUNDATION

The NOAA Administrator or his designee shall serve as the NOAA liaison to The National 
Maritime Center Foundation or whatever 503(c)(3) is formed to assume the functions and 
responsibilities of The National Maritime Center Foundation in the future.  As the NOAA 
liaison, the NOAA Administrator would represent the views of NOAA to the board and his 
role would be solely advisory.  

VI. CONTACTS

The contacts of each Party to this Agreement are:

Andrew W. Larkin
NOAA @ Nauticus Project Coordinator
One Waterside Drive
Norfolk, VA 23510
p: 757.627.3823
f: 757.627.3827
andrew.w.larkin@noaa.gov

Richard C. Conti
Director
Nauticus, The National Maritime Center
One Waterside Drive
Norfolk, VA 23510

VII. OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS

This Agreement defi nes in general terms the basis on which the Parties will cooperate, 
and as such, does not constitute a fi nancial obligation to serve as a basis for expenditures.  
Expenditures of funds, human resources, equipment, supplies, facilities, training, public 
information, and technical expertise will be provided by each signatory agency to the extent 
that their participation is required and resources are available.

This Agreement is not a fi scal or funds obligation document.  Any activities involving 
reimbursement or contribution of funds between the Parties to this Agreement will be 
handled in accordance with applicable laws, regulations and procedures.  Such activities 






